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roof prevent drips over the full-length glass window, eas-
ing the maintenance of double glazed windows. 
Double-glazed windows, reduce noise pollution, save en-
ergy by containing air-conditioning and reducing conden-
sation. Protruding fins or blades, reduce glare and when 
interfaced with clear glass permits vistas from every van-
tage point. They serve to ensure that the glass bubble lifts 
don’t overheat while simultaneously reconciling aesthetics 
and architectonics as a wraparound, unifying the blocks 
and giving a cohesive and connected look. 
The building has 14 garden terraces, blurring the bounda-
ries between nature and nurture. The two sunken gardens 
in the basement, letting in light and greenery, reducing 
mould and humidity, making the underground experience 
a pleasant one. The building has a plethora of skycourts 
or urban greenery throughout the two towers, insulating 
the interior, bringing down the ambient temperature for 
greater energy efficiency. On levels 5, 7, 9 and 10 are gar-
den terraces shielding the building from the rising and the 
setting sun. Among palms, creepers and assorted foliage, 
visitors can soak up the scents of the spice and herb gar-
den while curling up with a favourite book. At level 14, two 
stretches of garden terraces engage staff in therapeutic 
working environment.
Carpets, wall fabrics and wooden fixtures are either made 
of recycled, reused materials or sustainable forested local 
timber, contributing to an environmentally friendly, low-im-
pact design while guaranteeing comfort conditions. Light 
sensors dim or switch off lights when there’s enough natural 
light entering the library. Motion sensors activate escala-
tors, automatic blinds work to reduce glare and heat from 
the sun and rain sensors shut of sprinklers when there’s 
enough water supply for the roof-top gardens. The build-
ing also has a state-of-the art sanitation system involving 
water control management. Information technology too 
has been very sensitively integrated and deployed in an 
unobtrusive way into the security, mechanical and elec-
trical systems of the library. With high-speed multimedia 
cabling and wireless infrastructure networks, the NNLB 
edifice guarantees a borderless green global village, epit-
omising the library of the new millennium.

Conclusion

The building is not without its symbolism. The landmark 
site has its four corners flanked with by religious build-
ings, commercial complexes, heartland HDB (Housing 
Development Board) flats and the international spin of the 
Intercontinental Hotel. The stretch of North Bridge road 
was part of the old civic district of Singapore and was 
her commercial heart before Orchard Road overtook its 
pride. Surrounded by the different facets of Singapore’s 
social rubric, the National Library mirrors the trajectory of 
a society coming a full circle, representing the brand new 
hub as well as the rejuvenation of the socio-cultural land-
scape, a veritable place for the people of Singapore. The 
NNLB was conceived in the last millennium. With the Li-
brary 2010 focus of the National Library Board, the build-
ing will be reconfigured to provide for more collaborative 
spaces. As Lao-Tse once said in „The Space Within“, Lao-
Tse (570-490 B.C)

Thirty spokes share the wheel’s hub;
It is the center hole that makes it useful
Shape clay into a vessel;
It is the space within that makes it useful
Cut doors and windows for a room;

It is the holes that make it useful,
Therefore, profit comes from what is there
Usefulness from what is not there.

It is imperative therefore that the usefulness of the build-
ing comes from the purpose it serves. In the case of the 
NNLB building the form has created the space within – 
therein lies its relevance and usefulness to the people of 
Singapore.
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